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    Lecture Overview

● What is a “woke” university?
● The #FrancesWiddowsonCase

– Two shocking incidents

● Timeline of significant events
● Agents of MRU destruction
● What is to be done?



  

What is a “Woke” University?
● Postmodernism and identity politics (#PCTotalitarianism)

– Replacing The Enlightenment’s objective search for truth with subjectivity
– Affirming the subjective beliefs of “the Other” 

● Intersects with university corporatization
– Diversity managerialism

● A reaction against class politics



  

The #FrancesWiddowsonCase
     (www.WokeAcademy.info)

1. One Tweet satirizing “misgendering fatigue” and the LGBT initialism                          
violated three policies and two laws

2. Fighting back against an indigenous scholar-activist’s attempts to get me fired 
constituted “harassment” and a breach of the Code of Conduct

3. Filing 18 complaints, where six colleagues were found to be harassers (including 
Renae Watchman), which resulted in one finding of filing a “frivolous and vexatious” 
complaint

4. Renae Watchman filed a retaliatory complaint that resulted in a finding of harassment 
and “contributing to a toxic workplace environment”



  

Two Shocking Incidents
https://soundcloud.com/user-970178378



  

Timeline of Significant Events
● Indigenization and the CAUT equity workshop (2014)
● Roundtable and the Indigenous Strategic Plan (2016)
● The Rational Space Network’s Critical Thinking Series 

(2018-2019)
● Cancellation of the Navabi talk the Mark Hecht case (2019)
● #BLM: My satirical letter and defense of Wendy Mesley 

(July 1 and 2, 2020)



  



  

Agents of MRU Destruction
● “Woke” faculty members

– Large cohort tenured 2011-2015

● The administration
– Fisher and Mertin vs. Docherty and Shailer

● The Students’ Association
– Episode 18, www.wokeacademy.info/episodes

● The Mount Royal Faculty Association
– “How Reified Postmodernism is Killing the Mount Royal Faculty Association” (SAFS 

Newsletter, April 2021) and Episode 11, www.wokeacademy.info/episodes
–

http://www.wokeacademy.info/episodes
http://www.wokeacademy.info/episodes


  

What Is To Be Done?
● Not settling and demanding reinstatement

● Recognizing the danger of official university political statements

● Local SAFS chapters and national and international linkages

● Educating the public

● A principled defense is needed (George Orwell was a socialist, FFS!)
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